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Dear Friends of Discovery Museum,

In the midst of many changes to our operating environment in 2025,
Discovery Museum remained anchored to its founding mission and the g
year one goals of its Strategic Plan.

Our plan laid out a pathway to deepen our work and strengthen
our organization—reaching more children and families, addressing
some areas of deferred maintenance on our campus, and investing
in fair compensation and benefits for our excellent staff. Last year,
we invested in a 7.6% increase in total compensation for our team—
the people whose care for our work and those we serve makes
everything we do better.

We also made a big promise to our community: To double the scale of Traveling Science
Workshops, our curriculum-aligned, hands-on, materials-rich in-school STEM programs. Between
October and December, we raised 25% of the $1.6 million catalyst investment this requires, and
have already established a satellite hub on the North Shore, created two new staff positions, and
hired four new instructors. By 2030, we aim to serve 120,000 children a year in their PreK - 8th
grade classrooms—double our 2025 number.

In our 43rd year of service to families all over the Commonwealth and beyond, the support of our
community once again affirmed that our work matters to you. Thank you to everyone on the list of
donors and volunteers in this Report of Generosity. Your trust and confidence fuels this important
work at a time when it is needed more than ever.

Sincerely,

Ve e A

Marie R. B. Beam Xuan Kong, Ph. D.
CEO President, Board of Directors



Xuan Kong, Ph.D., President
Lisa Giglio, Treasurer
Cheryl Beaudoin, Clerk

Paula Bentinck-Smith Andrew Magee
David Cote Herbert Mason
Kathryn Dailey J. Kevin Nugent, Ph.D.
Anthony DiBona Sahana Purohit
Scott Harris Margaret A. Ramsey
Harry Hollenberg Courtney Hanna Renkes
Henry Houh Shelly Shaw
Bill Huss, Ph.D. Umair Zia

Samira Lawande

Board Members Emeriti
Carolyn W. Platt
William H. Ryan

Lees Stuntz
Donald B. Verger
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2025 By the Numbers-+

Operating Support & Revenue

Miscellaneous 6%

Parties & Rentals 2%

Admissions 22% Gifts and Grants $1,482,165
Admissions $935,555
Educational Programs $835,610
Gifts & Grants 35%  Membership $598,370
Gift Shop 2% Miscellaneous $250,485
Gift Shop $98,532
Parties & Rentals $69,810
Membership 14% Total | $4,270,527
Educational Programs 19%
Operating Expenses
Fundraising 12% Programs $2,455,650
Management $923,393
P 64%
rograms Fundraising $441,620
Total | $3,820,663
Management 24%
Total Liabilities & Assets
Total Current Assets 35% Total Fixed Assets $7,250,788
Total Current Assets $4,373,917
Total Other Assets $881,848
Total Assets $12,506,553
Total Liabilities $1,793,058
Total Net Assets $10,713,495
Total Other Assets 7% Total Fixed Assets 58%

*pre-audit



"DISCOVERY 2025 Charitable Giving-

*N\USEUN\

What Your Gifts Supported

Traveling Science Workshops
Annual Sponsorships 15% Traveling Science Workshops
Expansion 16%

Federal Grants 18% Open Door Connections 5%

Especially for Me 2%

Sponsorships 4%
Auction 2%

Annual Fund Unrestricted 38%

Annual Fund = $1,097,343

* 726 donors
* 88% of Annual Fund gifts were under $1,000
* 100% Board participation

Restricted Gifts = $544,251

Projects include:

* Traveling Science Workshops expansion
* Play Inside a Solar Cell exhibit

* Staff professional development

* Administration building study

*pre-audit
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Achieved veriﬂcqi'ion Releosed ]2 Disco\/ery
:::rz:il;b:r;:(:l;ird Held our first annual Nature Play ?ounc'lblte:gs, d pOf:{CCIs’r
December 20241 Festival, a free all-day event that .eo’rur.lng -queshon
. engaged 3,206 visitors in outdoor interviews with experts on
exploration and play, made possible by subjects that matter to kids
$30,500 in sponsorships, and included and families.
14 vendors and 17 community partners.

Offered 26 free “Especially
for Me"” events for families and Served 26% of our
adults with disabilities, serving
2,181 visitors. Held two special
events for foster families and

LGBTQ+ families.

Offered 302 free-
with-admission public
visitors for free or programs that served

nequy free. 24,835 visitors.

Donated free passes

S and memberships
valued at $41 505 to Secured regional and national

M visibility for our work, on WBZ-
built exhibit, Play Inside a 546 nonprofits for their / . u
Solar Cell, to introduce the fundraisers. /N LTl Sy A e

i £ solar technol . Out Live” and WBZ radio’s
science of solar technology in It . . ”
a fun and interactive way. ‘ 4 nght5|de with Dan Rea.

Served 58,851 students in their
classrooms in 129 towns with
hands-on Traveling Science
Collected, sorted, and Workshops, a 5% increase in
distributed 5,064 |bs. of service and expansion into 10
SIS RIIRII TT TS new towns; 15% were subsidized.
at two Bessie’s Closet free
pop-up store events.

Installed a novel, staff-
developed and professionally

V 4
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Our solar canopy generated Raised $1,641,594

more than enough clean energy in total, including
to fully meet our campus $1,097,343 for the

electricity needs. The other 50% | Ppiloted a Grandparent Annual Fund from 726

was sold at a discount to 5 other | Ambassador Jetlcuie donors—thank you!

nonprofits and 11 low-income provide extra support to
households.

new parent visitors.

Awarded scholarships of
$1,500 each to four high

Served 240,978 people in Expanded our work to support school students, chosen
the Museum and in school incarcerated caregivers with from 96 applicants from
40 towns.

classrooms. We’ve now served
more than 6.25 million visitors
since opening in 1982!

in-person parenting workshops
in several MA Department of

Correction facilities and a
county jail.

N

Collected from visitors 542 |bs. of
non-perishable food for Open Table

Raised $400,000 in the and Acton Food Pantry, 466 Ibs. of
first four months of a $1.6M diapers and hygiene supplies for
campaign to double the 504 volunteers contributed First Connections, and 147 Ibs. of
reach of Traveling Science ot and talent fo cleaning supplies for the Refugee

Workshops to serve 120,000 [RRTNS YIS SNRRING and Immigrant Assistance Center.

students per year in five years. [ W/ R0 GLA e T L ite No] 054
increase from 2024.

Ended 2025 with 5,387

Served 10,631 students member families, a slight
and their teachers and Hosted our 2nd annual decrease from 2024. Of those,

chaperones on Field Trips STEM Career Night for 1,524 are free memberships for
o the Museum: 1,328 at a teens with members of our families in need, staff, and first-
subsidized rate. Science and Technology time parents.

Advisory Council.




*DISCOVERY ¥

*N\USEUN\

Ways to Give

Ways to Support Discovery Museum

Online
Make a secure gift online with your credit card
at discoveryacton.org/support.

By Mail

Mail your check payable to:
Discovery Museum

177 Main Street (Rte. 27)
Acton, MA 01720

Appreciated Stocks or Wire Transfers
Contact Tobey Fossey, Senior Director of
Development, at fossey@discoveryacton.org

or (978) 264-4200 x 124 for our bank

information and transfer instructions.

Your continued generosity allows us to
break down barriers to discovery,
expand outreach through our
community partnerships, and empower
children to be good stewards of the
natural world and their communities.

Make a Pledge

A pledge is an intention that is paid off before
the end of the fiscal year on December 31, or
over several fiscal years for larger gifts.

Monthly Gifts

A monthly gift is the easiest way to provide
consistent support. You only need to set it up
once and we do the rest! Recurring gifts can be
set up through our website.

Planned Gifts

Instead of a cash donation, you can donate
your assets through a variety of vehicles. We
can work with you to identify the plan that will
be the best fit for you and your family.
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Support Our Future. Support Their Future.

A planned gift to Discovery Museum is a lasting investment in children, families, and the power of
joyful learning. By including the Museum in your will, trust, or retirement plan, you are helping to
ensure that hands-on, inclusive experiences remain accessible to all children—regardless of income,
background, or ability.

Planned giving is a simple way to make a lasting impact while also supporting your own financial
and family goals. These gifts sustain our commitment to early childhood education, programs for
children with disabilities, and a sustainable campus designed for future generations.

By making a legacy gift, you join a community of visionary supporters who believe every
child deserves the chance to discover their potential.

To learn more about planning the future with us and
creating your legacy, please contact:
Tobey Fossey, Senior Director of Development

(978) 264-4200, ext. 124

tfossey@discoveryacton.org

Discovery Museum does not provide tax, legal, or accounting
advice. This material has been prepared for informational
purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and should not be
relied on for, tax, legal, or accounting advice. You should consult
your own fax, legal, and accounting advisors before engaging in

any fransaction.



*DISCOVERY ¥

*N\USEUN\

2025 Contributors

We acknowledge the many individuals and organizations who supported Discovery Museum in 2025, whether they
contributed financially, donated their time and expertise, or provided material donations. All of these gestures of
support, in combination, have made our work possible and our Museum strong. Just as we seek to be of service to
all, we strive to be inclusive and equitable in our gratitude.

Hailey Abelli

Emma Acheson

Acton Ace Hardware

Acton Boxborough Regional High School
Clarinet Choir volunteers

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School
Class of 2025 volunteers

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School
National Honor Society volunteers

Acton Chinese Language School

Acton Lions Club

Acton New London Style Pizza

The Acton Woman'’s Club

ActonArt Drawing School

Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council

Janet Adachi and James Gado

Lisa Adams

Adelard A. and Valeda Lea Roy Foundation

The Adventure Park at Storrs, Connecticut

Advocates, Inc.

Christina Agapakis

Samantha Akins

Abdi Ali

Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, Inc. volunteers

AMD, Inc.

AMD volunteers

American Chemical Society volunteers

American Repertory Theater

Sreypech An

Analog Devices, Inc.

Analog Devices Foundation

Analog Devices volunteers

The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual
Arts

Anita’s Shoe Boutique

Anonymous

Susan Arapoff

Laura Arvidson-Guzman and Francisco
Guzman

Peter and Mary Ann Ashton

Association of Science and Technology
Centers

Casey and Cory Atkins

Rachel Atwater-Rhodes

Auburn Cultural Council

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Danielle Auld

Micki Avery and Selig Broitman

Avidia Charitable Foundation

Axel’s Throw House

Armon Ayandeh

Ayer Cultural Council

Matt and Genevieve Babineau

Sheila Bailey

Wendy and John Baker

Adam and Allison Bakow

Barbara & Victor Klein Family Charitable Fund

Erika Baum

Laura Baum

Lily Baum

Bayside Resort

Marie and Brian Beam

George Beam

Cheryl and Thomas Beaudoin

Become Fitness

Bedford Cultural Council

Eric and Rachel Bennett

Erin Bennett

Rebecca Bennett and Al Tenorio

The Bentinck-Smith Family

Robert and Jackie Bentinck-Smith

Beryl Bergen

Alan and Peggy Berko

Susan Berry

Whitney and Chris Bigelow

Billerica Cultural Council

Jessica Blazka

Blithewold Manor, Gardens & Arboretum

The Block Island Ferry

Christin Blonde-Trenholm

Boating in Boston

Bob’s Discount Furniture Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

Boda Borg Boston

Robert Boder

Bodylines Studios

Deepika Bollu

Bolton Cultural Council

Richard Bond

Boston Bruins Foundation

Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation

Boston College Ocean Science Group
volunteers

Boston Crawling

Boston Duck Tours

Boston Frame Works

Boston Harbor Distillery

Boston Red Sox

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum

Timothy and Frances Bowley

Barbara Brais

Breezy Picnic Grounds Waterslides

Carla M. Bregman

William and Laura Brekka

BrightPath Westford Early Learning and Child
Care

Andrew Brockway and Leila Kamal

Susan Brooks

Ashley Browne

Bullfinchs Restaurant and Catering

Brendan Burke

Burlington Cultural Council

Lynn Burns

Burtons Girill

Haley and Susan Bush

The Butterfly Place

Buttonwood Park Zoological Society

Buzzards Bay Brewing

Allison Caggiano

Christopher Caldwell

Kristen Camara

Colleen Cannon

Cape Clasp

Corey Caplette

Capture Photography

Michael and Sandra Carielli

Carlisle Cultural Council

Christine Carlson

Jennifer Carter

Dan and Kathy Casaletto

Cedarland Family Fun Center

Celebrity Series of Boston

Cell Signaling Technology

The Center for Arts in Natick

Central Rock Gym

Rebecca Chaffee

The Charles Hotel

Charles Riverboat Company

The Charles Stark Draper Lab, Inc.

Fanglin Che

The Cheesecake Factory - Burlington

Chelmsford Cultural Council

Wei Chen

Jane Chertoff

Children’s Museum and Theatre of Maine

Children’s Museum at Holyoke

Children’s Museum Easton

The Children’s Piazza

Pui-Ying Ching

Stephen Christensen

Clark’s Bears

Kelley Cleary



Clinton Cultural Council

Olga Cobozeva

Code Wiz

Coggeshall Farm Museum
Abbie Cohen, Ph.D.

Catherine Coleman and Thomas Mullen
Colocation America

Colonial Spirits

The Common Man

Community Foundation for MetroWest
Concord Animal Hospital
Concord Cultural Council
Concord Free Public Library
Concord Museum

Concord Teacakes
Concord-Carlisle High School volunteers
Mary E. Constant

Shelly Cook

Todd and Beth Cook

Coolidge Corner Theatre
Melissa Cooper

Dana Cormier

Corning Community Impact & Investment
Corning volunteers

Evelyn Costa

Costco Wholesale

David Cote and Mairin Gulliver
The Cotting School volunteers
Michelle Coulombe

Court's Storks

Jason Coutermarsh

Crane Charitable Funds

Crane NXT volunteers

Beth Crastnopol

Eileen Crehan

Crow's Castle

Changzhu and John Cui
Cummings Foundation

Mary and Michael Curran
Chelsea Curran

Currier Museum of Art

CVS Health

D. Heilman Astrophotography
Kathryn and John Dailey

The Darnell School volunteers
Ranjan Das

Shelby de Chabert

Bruce Dean and Judy Freedman
Chris and Lauren DeFlumeri
Robin Deits

Dell Technologies

Dell volunteers

Dellaria Salon Acton

Alyson Demars

Charles and Katharine Denault
Denault Studios

Owen Denis

Suzanne and Tim Devitt

Tony and Janice DiBona
Dickinson Architects, LLC

DCU for Kids

Susan Dinneen

Bessie the Dinosaur
Maryfran Doiron

Donelan’s Supermarkets, Inc.
Lorri Doolittle

Angela Doughty

Barbara Dowds

Katherine Doyon

Dracut Cultural Council
Todd and Veleda Drometer
Thomas and Shauna Dube
Dube Construction Management
William and Susan Duncan
Christopher and Sara Dunham
Ashley Dunn

Jen and Eric Easley

Eastern Bank Foundation
Molly and Jeff Eberle

Susan Eby

EcoTarium

Rachel Edelstein-Penn
Robert Eisenhauer

John and Annette Ekberg
Patti Eldred

Elizabeth Eldridge

Elements Massage of Acton
Tim and Midge Eliassen
Julie Elkins

Elza B. Design, Inc.

Emerson Health

Essex River Cruises

Kathryn Fagin

Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium
Faith Home

Jason and Minxian Falender
John Faricelli and Jill Kern
Farlight Foundation

Lori Fassman and David Cohen
Ann Marie Faust

Katy Fazio

Peter Fearey

Sharon Febo

Leelu Felix

Martin Ferguson

Anthony and Anna Ferrara
Bob Ferrara

Elizabeth Feulner
FinanceBoston

Gail and Bill Fine

Fitchburg Art Museum
Fitchburg Cultural Council
Five Iron Golf

Deborah Flagg

Kimberly Flores

Suzi Fonda

Amanda Fontaine

George and lisa Foote
Chris Foresman

Gemma Forte

Tobey and Rob Fossey
Kimberly Fox

Davida Fox-Melanson* and Leo Melanson

Judith Frager

2025 Contributors

Fred Harris Daniels Foundation
Fred Levy Photography

Steve and Heather Fredette
Amy and Bruce Friedman
Friends of the Paragon Carousel
Matt Gallagher

Nandita Ganesh

Pamela Gannon and David Douglas
Teju Gattu

Katherine Gaughen

Susanne and Steve Geiger
Gibbet Hill Grill

Lisa and Chris Giglio

Bruce and Alla Gimbel

Emily Gitelman

Susan and Stephen Giulietti
Susan Gladstone

The Glidden Family

Goldfish Swim School

Good Pickin’ Farm

Lisa Goodwin

Neil and Ann Gordon

Spencer Gore

John Goreham

Jahnvi Goswami

Yanni Gou

Kristin Gowdy

Cheryl Gradziel

Grafton Cultural Council

Great Wolf Lodge New England
Greater Boston Stage Company
Kathleen and Abraham Green Gutierrez
Cathy and Tom Griffin
Jacqueline Griffin

John Griffin

Groton Cultural Council

Gulf of Maine Research Institute
Chris Haley

Max and Alison Hall

Christine Hanam

Hancock Shaker Village
Handel and Haydn Society
Phyllis Hardy

Brian and Laura Harrigan

Scott and Jody Harris

June Harris

Harris Hearth Breads

Hartford Yard Goats

Harvard Alpaca Ranch
Harvard Cultural Council
Harvard Museums of Science and Culture
Hawthorne Hotel

Lara Curtis and Terrence Hayes
Wei He

Peter Heelan

Tom Heffernan

Heffernan Build & Remodel, Inc.
Hegarty Family Chiropractic
Alyssa and Jacob Held

Ellen Herries

Jennifer Herron

Cole Hershkowitz
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Bette Hess

Michael G. and Theresa M. Hluchyj
Michael Hodgson

Steve and Ann Hogan

Harry Hollenberg and Ann Budner
Hologic Charitable Fund

lleana Hopkins

Henry and Lisa Houh

The House of the Seven Gables
Cecily and Ken Houston

The Houston Family

Kate Houston

Julia Howard

Christine and Thomas Hubbard
Hudson Cultural Council

Martha Hull

The Huntington Theatre

Donald and Nancy Hunton

Bill Huss and Cheri Geckler
Hy-Line Cruises

The lcon Museum and Study Center
Idylwilde Farm, Inc.

Amanda Imparato

Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Insulet Corporation

Insulet volunteers

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Elliot Isen

IT Adventure Ropes Course

Jam Time Indoor Play and Enrichment Center
Sophie Jean

Peter and Pauline Jenkins

Isabelle Jenkins

Jennifer's Handmade Soap
Xinfang Jin

Jo Karen Fine Lingerie & Activewear
Nancy Johansen™

Nicole and Robert Jorgensen
Tyler and Julie Jowaisas

Jump Nation

Jennifer and Jesse Kaddy

Sandra Kane

Aaron Kano

Diane Karanian

Matthew Karolian

Karp Family Foundation

Michael and Eileen Katin

Kathy Kaufmann

Dhara Kaushik

Anthea Kechley

Michelle and Sean Keller

Rusty and Elizabeth Kellogg

Karen and Peter Kerns

Michelle Kerr

Robert and Susan Kessler

Kathryn Kieran

Carleton Kilmer

Kimball Farm

Tia King

King Richard’s Faire

Kirby

Kitchen Ouffitters, LLC
Robert Kitzelman

KJ's Caffe

The Kliger Family

Donna and Chris Knollmeyer
Shelley Kobrenski

Kathryn Koehler

Xuan Kong and Ning Zhuang
Cynthia Kopka

Korean Lunar New Year volunteers
Leah Koutal

Emily and Nathan Kress
Emily Kuhlman

Ann Kulsick

Aditi Kumar

Haridas Kumarakuru

Daria Kupova

Karl and Sarah Kussin

Lake Boone Ice Co., LLC

The Land of Witches and Pirates
Joanne Lane

Lauren and Spencer Lane
Debra Langton

Lillianna Langworthy

Larz Anderson Auto Museum
Richard Laski

Samira and Mahesh Lawande
Lawrence Cultural Council
Ksenia LeBeau

Denise and Denis LeBlanc
Karen LeBlanc

Ledgeways Charitable Trust
Jennifer Ledoux

Adrianne and Dan Lee
Leominster Cultural Council
Joe Lester

Level99

Cole Levesque

Levitate Foundation

Jenna Levy

Lexington Singapore School
Liberty Mutual volunteers
Chen-Shin Lin

Yihong Lin

Terry Lindgren

Lingzi Foundation

Jesse Lipson

Bonnie Lipton

Allison Scheff Little

The Little Gym

Littleton Cultural Council
Fenghai and Xiulan Liu
Jessica Liv

Jolie Liv

Ryan Liv

David Lombardo

Jeffrey and Michele Long
The Lotterhand Family

Feifei Lou

Lowell Summer Music Series
LTM Family Foundation
Andrea Lukens

Sherryn Luma

Lunenburg Cultural Council

Jacquelyn Lykken

Pamela Lynn and Jon Benson

Steve Lyons

Lyric Stage Boston

M&T Charitable Foundation

Lisa MacDonald

Patricia MacKenzie

Pauline and Stephen Maclellan

Dana MacPhee

Madison Children’s Museum

Alison Magee

Andrew Magee and Lulie Munson

Diane and Timothy Mahan

Sean Mahoney

Mahoney’s Garden Center

Maine Maritime Museum

Malden Cultural Council

Anna Malhan

Michael and Julie Mandello

Lucy Manlick

The Manton Foundation

Elizabeth and John Markiewicz

Marlborough Cultural Council

Jennifer Martin

Natalie Martinez

Herbert Mason and Jennifer Cleveland

Noah Mason

Mass Audubon

Mass Audubon Drumlin Farm Wildlife
Sanctuary

MASS MoCA

Massachusetts Clean Energy Center

Massachusetts Cultural Council

MathWorks, Inc.

MathWorks volunteers

Maynard Cultural Council

McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center

Cassy McCaffrey

Thomas P. McCarthy

Caroline and Peter McGah

Jean McGee

Karen and Paul McGinn

Michael McKendry

Pam McKillop

Gareth McKinley

Maureen McNamara

Anne and Robert McNeece

Debra McNeely

Barbara Melnick

Natalie Menendez

Jinyu Meng

Merrimack Repertory Theatre

Jill Mespelli

Middlesex Savings Bank

Middlesex Savings Charitable Foundation

Scott Middleton

Mike’s Maze

Milford Cultural Council

Emily and Stephen Miller

Lauren Miller
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Minute Man Arc volunteers

Janice Mirabassi

David Hardt and Susan Mitchell-Hardt

Momentum Enterprises - Launch Trampoline
Park

Mimi and Patrick Moran

Rachel Morgan

Peter Morico

Dale Moyer

Regina Muccio

Akmaral Mukhtarova

Mullahy’s Artisan Cheese & Specialty Foods

Patsy Mullin

William and Maryann Mullin

Karen Mulvey

Jessica and Greg Munroe

Joan M. Murphy

Mystic Aquarium

Richard and Karen Napoli

Nashoba Brook Bakery

Nashoba Brooks School

Linda Nathan and Steven Cohen

Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. Stevens Foundation

Natick Cultural Council

National Endowment for the Arts

National Grid Foundation

Native Plant Trust

Alberta Natoli

Peter Nawotny

Near Walden Foundation

Needham Council for Arts & Culture

Alexandra Neitlich

Laurissa Nelson

NETSCOUT Systems, Inc.

NETSCOUT volunteers

New Art Center

New England Aquarium

New England Biolabs

New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill

New England Patriots Charitable Foundation

Jenna and Richard Newcombe

Beth Newhall

Kristen Newsom

Anna and Warren Newton

NIROPE - Cardi’s Furniture & Mattresses

Carlene and Roc Noelsaint

Sarah and Ori Noked

Norman Rockwell Museum

North Shore Music Theatre

Not Your Average Joe's

Novartis US Foundation

J. Kevin Nugent and Una McGeough-Nugent

Nypro Foundation

Patrick and Melody O’Connell

Kimberly O’Donnell

Zachary O'Donnell

Derek and Meghan O'Leary

Meghan O’Leary

Ben and Agatha Oehlkers

Off the Vine Catering

Ogunquit Playhouse

Old Sturbridge Village

Stephanie Olen

Yulin Olliver

Open Door Education

David Oran and Silvia Arrom

Orville W. Forté Charitable Foundation

Lynne Osborn

Bruce and Lee Osterling

Joshua Ouellette

P. Sutherland Realty Group/Keller Williams
Realty Boston Northwest

Nethra Packiam

Paddle Boston-Charles River Canoe & Kayak

Krystle Paddock

Divya and Yagesh Paliwal

Ann Pallies-Card

Meghan and Christopher Palombo

Jonathan and Jessie Panek

Lorianna Paradise

The Parents Estate Planning Law Firm

Cheerag Patel

Aadi Patil

Aum Patil

The Patriots Hall of Fame

Pats Peak

The Paul Revere Memorial Association

Peabody Essex Museum

Elvis Perez

Laura Perron

Personal Training International

Betty Peterson

Jyoti Phukan

Carey Pigoft

Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum

Dr. Victor and Ellie Pinansky

PiNZ Entertainment Group, LLC

Emily Pittore

Sofia Pizano

Carolyn and Andy Platt

Alex Pogany

Jonathan and Brittany Pohl

Alicia and Victor Pollaci

Pollard Memorial Library

Vidhya Ponnurangam

Marissa and Joaquin Portillo

Portland Sea Dogs

Caroline Potter-Ng

Powder Mill Animal Hospital

The Preservation Society of Newport County

Paul Price

Prospect Hill Country Day

Lynn and Rich Protasowicki

Providence Bruins

Providence Children’s Museum

Mandy Provost

Puppet Showplace Theater

Sahana and Srini Purohit

Shannon Quinn

Michael Rainone

Meg Ramsey and John McCluskey

Anthony Rao and Paul Napper

Barbara Raxster

Ray Wilson Bark Mulch

Raytheon, an RTX Company
Kathleen and Christopher Reilly
Courtney Hanna Renkes and Tommy Renkes
Dawn and Jon Rennert

Pam and Griffith Resor
Revolution Community Yoga
Revolutionary Spaces
Frederick Rich

Diane and Stephen Richter
Jimmy Roach

Cynthia Robinson and Warren Leon
Roche Brothers, Inc.

Rockland Trust

Joseph Rodden

Sydney Rosen

Kristen Rossetti

Clio and Craig Rourke

Kelly Roy

Bill and Christine Ryan
Stephanie Rymer

Amy and Shaun Sabbio
Michael Sachs

Salem Witch Museum

Sanofi

Sanofi volunteers

Santa’s Village

Saplings Consulting

Benjamin Savoie

Wendy Schaad and Michael Ewing
Annalisa Schaefer

Devon and John Schlicher
Kaya Schmandt

Robert and Barbara Schneider
Miriam and Beverly Schwartz
Marcus Sciammetta

Seacoast Repertory Theatre
Seacoast Science Center
Annette Seaward

Sechrest & Bloom, LLC

SEE Science Center
Mohindra Seepersaud
Cheryl Serpe

Sharper Edge Skating School
Shelly and Bill Shaw

Shaw's

Barbra Sher

Sheth Sangreal Foundation
James Shields and Gayle Merling
Shrewsbury Cultural Council
Samta Shukla

Katie Shumake

Sichuan Palace Restaurant
Lauren Simmonds

Devon and Tim Simone
Megan Simpson

Dale and Peter Sinesi
Barbara and Richard Skaggs
Smack Noodle

Emma Smith

Smudge Ink

Sherry Soares

Nancy Sokol



2025 Contributors

Paula and Jacob Sommer
Jonathan and Lily Sonis
Sorrento’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
Southborough Cultural Arts Council
Emerson Souza

Michael Speciner

Spectacle Live

The Sports Museum
Springfield Museums

Gyan Sreeijith

Micah St. George

Stadium Theatre Performing Arts Centre

Doug Stamm

Jacqueline Starr and Jeff Ellsworth
Sterling Cultural Council

Sterling Golf Management, Inc.
Alexis Stisitis

Stormgears Robotics Team volunteers
Stow Cultural Council

Alex Strausse

Stuart Beeby Photography

Lees and Stephen Stuntz

Ellen Sturgis and Michael Kopczynski
Gunilla and John Sturrock

The Sudbury Foundation
Suzanna Sullivan

Alison Sullivan

Kevin Sullivan

Kelly Sutherland

Deborah Suzanne

Swan Boats of Boston

Shannon Sweeney

Swymfit

Gina Szigety

Jill Mackavey and Rick Tagliaferri
Kate and Ben Taylor

Lois Taylor

Teamworks Acton

Aurelie and Tom Teebagy
Thomas Teixeira

Templeton Cultural Council
Arlene and Mel Terrasi
Tewksbury Cultural Council
Wendy Thomas

Jessica Thomson

Ryan and Eileen Thorley
Kevin and Marlene Thurston
Donna Tiano

TimberNook Middlesex County
Tiny Tags

Suneha Tipirneni

TJX Foundation

Tom Denney Nature Camp
Jennifer and Bob Tonning
Heather Tortola

Total Wine & More

Townsend Cultural Council
Trader Joe's

TreeTop Adventures

The Trociuk Family

The Trustees of Reservations
Jennifer and Gilbert Tsang
Charlene Twente

UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Allison Valera

Robert and Margaret Van Andel
Fred Van Deusen

Walter and Christine Van Roggen
Nick and Kaley Van Weelden
Janice Vatland

Macy Veling

Donald B. Verger

Joan Verrill

Verrill Farm

Ireny Vieira

Cynthia Vinoski

Peeranut Visetsuth

Michael Volkert

Gloria Vollmers

Jordan Wachs

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
Wag N Wash

Woakefield Arts Council

Katie Walker

Patrick and Nancy Walsh
Waltham Cultural Council
Patrick and Kirsten Wang
Bella Wang

Christine and Seth Waterman
WBUR

Liz & Dave Wei

Barbra Weisman

Jamie Weldon

Welly's

West Boylston Cultural Council
West Side Creamery

West Village Tavern

Westford Academy Class of 2025 volunteers
Westford Cultural Council
Westminster Cultural Council
Weston Cultural Council
Marie White

Samantha White

Jean and Bill Whitney

lan Wickersham

Joseph and Mary Will

Beth Anne Willett

William and Sally Williams
Wilmington Cultural Council
Kristina Wilson

Wish Boutique

Thomas Witkin and Michéle MacDonald
Leah Wofsy

Scott Wolpert and Sandra Yelen
Worcester Art Museum
Worcester Red Sox

Mike and Kathy Worhach
Peter and Nancy Wurman
XtremeCraze

Roy Yamaguchi

Liyu Yang

Yip Fitness

York’s Wild Kingdom

Julia Young

Jessica Zagami

Molly Zeng

Umair Zia and Rafia Rehman
Mary Zoll

Melanie and Erik Zoltan

The Zoo in Forest Park & Education Center

*deceased

This list includes contributions made between January 1 and December 31, 2025, and is complete and accurate to the best of our

knowledge. To notify us of an error, please email support@discoveryacton.org.

Matching Gifts

Affiliated Managers Group (AMG)  Dell Technologies
Analog Devices, Inc. Google

Apple, Inc. HCA Healthcare

The Charles Stark Draper Lab, Inc. Netflix

Cisco Systems, Inc. Vertex Pharmaceuticals

Many companies offer matching gift programs for employees, retirees, and even their spouses. Check with your employer’s Human
Resources department to see how you can get your gift matched.
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2025 Tribute Gifts

Gifts in honor of:

Marie Beam
Kathy Kaufmann
Natalie Martinez

Paula Bentinck-Smith
Robert and Jackie Bentinck-Smith
Rusty and Betsy Kellogg
Donna Corcoran and Chris Knollmeyer
Nathan and Emily Kress
Linda Nathan and Steven Cohen
Dr. Victor and Ellie Pinansky
Peter and Dale Sinesi
Jonathan and Lily Sonis
Ben and Kate Taylor

Jill Jacques
Robert Eisenhauer

Warren Newton
Lees and Stephen Stuntz

Carolyn Platt
Alan and Peggy Berko

Elio and Ezra Pogany
Alex Pogany

Andronica Wheelock
Linda Nathan and Steven Cohen
Rick Tagliaferri and Jill Mackavey
Ben and Kate Taylor

Gifts in memory of:

Davida Fox-Melanson
Sydney Rosen

Nancy L. Johansen

The families of the Technology Childcare Center at

Lincoln Laboratory (TCC-LINC)

Ann Murphy
Shelly Cook
Beth Crastnopol
Bill and Gail Fine
Kimberly Fox
Judith Frager
Michael G. and Theresa M. Hluchyj
Debra Langton
Emily (Senecal) Miller
Joan Murphy
Alberta M. Natoli
Annette Seward

Diane S. Richter
Stephen Richter

Jay Teixeira
Thomas Teixeira

Ronald Wetmore
Matt Gallagher
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Thank you to these corporate partners for their investment and
engagement, which helped advance our work in 2025.
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Discovery Soundbites

DISCOVERY

Three questions.
Short interviews.

SOUNDBITES BIG ideas!

Discovery Soundbites offers short form, uplifting

interviews featuring expert voices on issues of

importance to children and families. Interviews, conducted by Discovery Museum CEO Marie Beam,
are less than ten minutes long and are continuously available in video and podcast formats on the
Museum'’s website and major streaming platforms.

2025 Soundbites Episodes

Do less. Kids are resilient.
Dr. Tony Rao, Psychologist, Author, Speaker

Love is enough.
Chris Singleton, Inspirational Speaker and Children’s
Book Author

The real skills that kids need.
Christofer Nelson, President & CEO, Association of
Science and Technology Centers

The critical importance of the first three years.
Dr. Kevin Nugent, Founder of the Brazelton Institute at
Boston Children’s Hospital

Helping others lead lives of dignity.

Dr. Linda Nathan, Lecturer, Harvard GSE and
Cambridge College, Puerto Rico

Setting the tone for kids.

Dr. Valora Washington, CEO & President, The CAYL

Institute

Thank you to our Premier 2025 Soundbites sponsor:

ROCKLAND

BANK —

Where Each Relationship Matters®

Looking at interconnections.
Linda Booth Sweeney, Author and Founder, Toggle Labs
for Kids

Balancing the impact of technology.
JD Chesloff, President & CEO, MA Business Roundtable

Caring for all children with intentionality.
Arthur G. Affleck, III, President & CEO, Association of
Children’s Museums

Let’s delay phones for our kids.
Kara Baskin, Author, The Boston Globe’s “Parenting
Unfiltered” column

Nature as a counterpoint to screens.
David Sobel, Author and Professor Emeritus, Antioch
University

The importance of independent play.
Peter Gray, Research Professor of Psychology and
Neuroscience, Boston College

Watch or listen on our website:
discoveryacton.org/discovery-soundbites

Available on:

n YouTube Apple Podcasts

& Spotify: amazon music
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TSW Expansion

Traveling Science Workshops Makes Major Expansion Announcement

In September, we announced an ambitious 5-year plan to double the impact of our Traveling
Science Workshops school outreach program. Launched in 1992, TSW brings curiosity-driven,
hands-on science experiences to 60,000 PreK - 8th grade students annually in classrooms across
the region. To catalyze this growth, we launched a $1.6 million major-gift campaign to fund the staff
and infrastructure needed to extend our reach to 120,000 students per year by 2030. Importantly,
our plan maintains our longtime commitment to lowering barriers to STEM learning: as we expand,
we will continue providing our programs at no cost to students in under-resourced school districts.
By year’s end, we had raised $400,000 from individual and foundation sources, who share our
conviction that every child deserves the opportunity to become a confident and engaged STEM

learner.

“With federal policy slashing public education budgets, questions about the truth of science running
rampant, and an urgent need for creative, collaborative, open-minded problem-solving across our
society, we believe now is the time to ramp up the reach of TSW,” said Discovery Museum CEO
Marie Beam. “Our open-ended workshop experiences change children’s attitudes about their

own capacity, their ability to ‘do science’ and to think scientifically—they build confidence. And
because we travel to school classrooms, we can reach every student without regard to learning
difference, English language fluency, disposition about science, family economic status, or access to

transportation.”

If you are interested in learning more or supporting this effort, please visit the Support Us page
on the Discovery Museum website or contact Tobey Fossey, Senior Director of Development, at

tfossey@discoveryacton.org.

s,
'Sr,
O,
(o)

TRAVELING
SCIENCE

WORKSHOPS

Thank you to the donors who have already supported the expansion of

Traveling Science Workshops:

Analog Devices Foundation
Anonymous

Pamela Lynn and Jon Benson
Paula and Peter Bentinck-Smith
John and Kathryn Dailey
Suzanne and Tim Devitt
Angela Doughty

Pam and David Gannon
Susan Gladstone

The Glidden Family

Brian and Laura Harrigan
Scott and Jody Harris

Harry Hollenberg and Ann Budner
Rusty and Elizabeth Kellogg
Lingzi Foundation

Meg Ramsey and John McCluskey

Middlesex Savings Charitable
Foundation

Near Walden Foundation

Linda Nathan and Steven Cohen

Dr. Victor and Ellie Pinansky

Courtney and Tommy Renkes

Sanofi

Dale and Peter Sinesi

Jonathan and Lily Sonis

Sudbury Foundation

Rick and Jill Tagliaferri

Kate and Ben Taylor

Beth Anne Willett
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A Place That Grows With a Family

For more than three decades, Discovery Museum has been a place

of connection and joy for Christine Hubbard and her family. Christine
first began visiting the Museum in the early 1990s with her two young
sons, Ned and James. Even then, when few public spaces intentionally
considered the needs of children with disabilities, the Museum stood out
as a place where both her boys felt welcome.

Ned, who has severe autism, is now 38 years old and lives in a group
home in Westborough. Though he has limited verbal ability, he still
remembers his childhood visits and often asks to “go Bessie,” recalling
the beloved dinosaur that captured his imagination years ago. Those
memories—and that sense of belonging—have lasted a lifetime.

Today, Ned continues to visit through the Museum'’s Especially for

Me program, which provides welcoming experiences for people with
disabilities and their families and caregivers. The Saturday evening
events are especially meaningful for Christine, giving her the opportunity
to bring Ned when he is home.

For Christine, the Museum represents something rare in her son'’s life:
continuity. “It's one of the few places that has been there for him from
childhood through adulthood,” she says. The Museum'’s open-ended,
exploratory environment allows Ned to engage in ways that are not
defined by chronological age. Whether he's revisiting familiar spaces
or enjoying time on the Museum'’s surrounding conservation land, the
experience still brings him joy.

The program'’s free membership has also made a profound difference
for families like Christine’s. For many parents of children with disabilities,
trying new activities can feel risky—financially and emotionally.
“Sometimes you have to leave after five minutes,” Christine explains.
“You can't always take that financial risk.” Knowing they could return
without worry made it possible for the Hubbard family to keep coming

back.

More than thirty years after their first visit, the Museum remains a place
where Ned feels at home —proof that a welcoming community space
can create memories and meaning that last a lifetime.

To learn more about our Especially for Me program, visit: D
discoveryacton.org/visit/especially-me. Ned and his dad at Discovery Museum




In July 2025, Discovery Museum hosted its first Annual Nature Free!

Play Festival—a free community day dedicated to helping children Natu re Play
and families build a love for the natural world while inspiring 5
Despite the soaring temperatures that day, more than 3,200 sltsc!vx use!m
attendees joined us on campus to enjoy free exploration, hands-on

environmental stewardship.
outdoor activities, special programs, and experiences led by our staff and community partners.

We created this event in response to a growing concern: children today are spending far less

time outdoors than previous generations. Research shows that unstructured outdoor play supports
children’s mental health, resilience, optimism, and even language development. When children miss
these experiences—especially children from historically marginalized communities—they may feel
less welcome and less comfortable in natural spaces.

At Discovery Museum, we believe that nature play should be accessible to every child. Our
approach is guided by a philosophy we call “In, With, For.”
* In: We first invite children and families to simply spend time in nature.
* With: Through engaging outdoor programs, they begin to learn and grow with nature.
* For: These meaningful experiences foster appreciation and connection, ultimately inspiring
advocacy for nature.

Just as we encourage families to care for the environment, we strive to model that commitment
ourselves. We are proud to share that Discovery Museum is now a verified carbon-neutral
organization, reflecting our dedication to environmental stewardship and a sustainable future.

Save the Date for these upcoming events in 2026:

Bid For Kids Online Auction, May 18 — 27
Career Night with our Science and Technology Advisory Committee, May 21

Nature Play Festival, July 10
Discovery After Dark, July 23
Donor Appreciation Event, October 3
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2025 Staff

This list includes all staff employed at Discovery Museum any time January 1 through December 31, 2025.

Katy Baird
Admissions Representative

Marie Beam
Chief Executive Officer

Charlotte Bendig
Explorer

Gaynor Bigelbach
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Kevin Burke
Facilities Assistant [I

Robin Burnham
Finance and Administration Specialist

Owen Carter
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services

Maeve Cassidy
Explorer

Catherine Christensen
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Kaylee Clark
Explorer

Nancy Close
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Denise Cooper
Traveling Science Workshops Materials
Prep Assistant

David Covello

Explorer

Grace DeAngelis
Explorer

Marty DeChellis
Facilities Assistant Il

Jeffrey Dennis
Exhibits Maintenance Manager

Bob DiRenzo
Director of Facilities, Grounds & Exhibit
Maintenance

Kiersten Dittrich
Director of Visitor Services & Operations

Maryfran Doiron
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Sarah Donovan
Explorer

Elizabeth Dorsey
Assistant Director of Development for
Grants

Bella Dunning
Admissions Representative

Alex Fay
Development Operations Manager

Paul Fenton
Director of Environmental & Outdoor
Education

Sarah Forrester
Explorer

Tobey Fossey
Senior Director of Development

Jill Foster
Senior Director of School & Group
Programs

David Gilfix
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Michael Gomez
Facilities Assistant I

Kimsoo Gopnik
Explorer

James Grosjean
Explorer

Susan Heilman
Director of Community Partnerships

Mac Hill
Admissions Representative

Martha Hull
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services

Lucy Indge
School Programs Marketing Assistant

Jill Jacques
Marketing Manager / Museum Store
Manager

Jules Justicz
Admissions Representative

Anshua Kale
Explorer

Karen Kerns
Director of Special Projects

Roberta Klix
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Lindsey Kolenda
Making & Tinkering Educator

Meghan Kuschner
Development Associate

Evan Landry
Explorer

Evan Laudenslager
Admissions Representative

Elizabeth Leahey
Director of STEAM Education

Vicki Leung
Traveling Science Workshops Hub
Manager

Chester Li
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor



2025 Staff

Seth Lockwood Emily Reinl Robin Sultan
Explorer Assistant Director of Visitor Services Rentals & Parties Scheduler
Connor Lynett Allison Robinson Julie Sutherland-Platt
Facilities Assistant | Traveling Science Workshops Instructor Explorer
Sarah Mackie Joel Rojas Kathy Talbot
Membership Manager Traveling Science Workshops Instructor Traveling Science Workshops Instructor
Cheryl Mamalis Heather Rosenzweig Amy Toporoff
Explorer Development Operations Manager Traveling Science Workshops Materials
Prep Coordinator
Lucy Manlick Gigi Row
Admissions Representative Explorer Carly Troccolo
Scheduling Manager
Rose Marble Sandiya Sajan
Explorer Admissions Representative Katelyn Vandermeulen
Explorer
Kristina Casella Marchese Ann Sgarzi
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services Senior Director of Marketing Kathie Watt
Assistant Director of School & Group
Katie Marotta Maddi Shames Programs
Explorer Admissions Representative
Ally Wood
Rick McHugh Johanna Shaw Manager of Visitor Services
Director of Facilities, Grounds & Exhibit Traveling Science Workshops Instructor
Maintenance Wren Worobey
Mike Sidorov Explorer
Betsy Metters Explorer
Explorer Roy Yamaguchi
Ellen Sturgis Facilities Assistant |
Colt Miranda Chief Financial Officer
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services Jennie Yoo
John Sucich Assistant Manager of Visitor Services
Alisha Morelli-Mulvaney Field Trip Manager
Explorer

Sarah Morgan
Senior Manager of Traveling Science
Workshops Operations Superstar Volunteer!

Brindha Muniappan
Senior Director of the Museum Experience

If you've recently visited Discovery Museum,
there’s a good chance you've met Bette. In

Anika Muralidhar 2025, Bette Hess volunteered more than 200
Explorer hours with our Visitor Services and Public
Programs staff, generously giving her time to
Claire Newhall welcome guests, engage families, and share
Explorer the wonder of Discovery with all. What's
Kellie Nadeau more, since 2020, Bette has volunteered

more than 1,000 hours with the Museum! The

next time you see her un-jamming tubes in the AirPlay Gallery or serving
Frank Pallien up dinner in Bessie’s Diner, please join us in saying a warm and heartfelt:
Explorer Thank you, Bette!

Programs Educator
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177 Main Street (Route 27)
Acton, MA 01720 Please recycle or pass
978-264-4200 e discoveryacton.org along to a friend.




